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LETTER FROM JOGENDRA SINGH

I feel diffident in writing to you about matters which have been engaging
your mind and heart night and day all these years. Indeed, I confess I have
hardly any claim to hazard an opinion except that I have been in close touch
with life and few people in the political world know the villages, as I do,
which make real India. A voice from the villages may be of some use to you
in reaching realities.

I had the pleasure of meeting you, in Lahore, many years ago, with
Mr, Padshah. We discussed the economics of charkha and power-driven
machines. I disagreed with your view. I still feel that human nature in itself is
not capable of working above and beyond the surrounding environment
and the environment now embraces the whole world; none the less, I admit
that if human nature could find illumination for a while, simple living and
high thinking point the surest road to happiness. I also see that if men learn
to co-operate against things which they dislike and accept self-suffering, they
can cnfor<& their will wielding compelling powers without incurring the risk
of devastations which follow wars and revolutions.

God entrusted you with a message, a message of freedom based on good*
will, ensuring peace; saving civilization from committing hara-kiri by ex-
ploiting forces of nature without cultivating necessary discipline and moral res-
traint which from time immemorial has been held essential in the East. Give
your message and time will carry it,, to the hearts of men. The love of your
motherland calls you to afjf>ply your principles to the pressing problems of the
day; you have been even persuaded to permit others to test a policy of pacts
and compromises which appeal to the politicians more than the uncompro-
mising pursuit of truth," They have been at it for a long while seeking to weld
the people together by an agreed distribution of loaves and fishes and hoping
to secure swaraj by constant obstruction in the Legislatures. Failure has been
pursuing these efforts from the start. I wonder if the leaders are disenchanted.
In any case pursue your own path, it is your dharma. You and they cannot
walk the same road for long. The great work before you is to confine yourself to
the essentials; prove that non-co-operation is co-operation in essence and
stronger than the might of armies, that non-co-operation is co-operation of
: righteous men to overcome the unrighteous in a spirit of tolerance and good-

accepting  self-suffering  to awaken an understanding  in the opponents.

needs it, but more than India Europe needs it, and indeed the whole